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Meeting Minutes
14th July 2026, 7pm Marston Chapel


Present: Cllr Philip Bellew (Chair), 
Cllr Mark Cherrington, Cllr Jon Robbins
Steve Bennet (Clerk)
Also Present :
Dawn Whiting (minutes) 
Fiona Cassidy (Website and Marston Village Green working group)
5 Members of the public attended the meeting

	Item no.
	Agenda item
	Notes
	Action

	1
	Apologies for absence
	Cllr Jonathan Nickell, Cllr Charlie Milton, Tamara Raey (Cllr Wiltshire Council)
Lambert Courth (Parishioner)
	

	2
	Declarations of interest
	None declared
	

	
	Communication
	The Parish Council confirmed it will only respond through official communication channels of letter/ e-mail/ personal approach (formulised into writing). Social media posts or similar will not be acted upon or responded to.
	

	3
	Approval of previous minutes
	Meeting dated 12th May were signed off as a true and accurate record.
	

	4
	Matters arising from previous minutes
	ID Verde cut the Green as agreed at the end of May
	

	
	
	New post/finger for re routed footpath MARS 1 ordered and old finger post modified to suit the new footpath route.
	SB

	
	
	A summary of the last meeting to be submitted to the Bridge magazine.
	

	
	
	Salt bin removal from Plough Lane - completed.
	CM

	
	
	Trees to plough Lane –
MPC have looked at the extent of the common land on the Current Land Registry Plan and can confirm the Chestnut tree to the Western side is on common land but the Chestnut tree on the Eastern side is not.
	

	5
	Councillors report
	Summary reported at the meeting and the full report will be attached to these minutes.
	TR

	6 
	Items for discussion
	
	

	6a
	Common Land + Public Right Of Ways
	
	

	6a i)
	Cutting of the Green
	The Green was cut and cleared by I D Verde on 28/29th May based upon the plan produced by the Common Land Working Group. This proposal has been mown 3 times during June and will be mown as necessary during July (at no cost to the Parish).
MPC are obtaining quotes for cutting and clearing the common land completely in July/early August.
	MC

	6a ii)
	Common Land Working Group update
	No formal response or feedback received by MPC from the group.
Feedback to be provided for the next meeting as a result of hand delivering to every Marston property a postcard feedback questionnaire.
	CLWG

	6a iii)
	Tree work + general maintenance
	MPC received communication concerning the state of a couple of willow trees on Long street next to the highway. Conservation Contractors were called out to inspect the offending trees which were quickly dealt with.
	

	
	
	MPC received various communications with reference to the state of the overhanging vegetation alongside the Bridleway (MARS 10) between Marston and Worton. This is being attended to.
	

	6a iv)
	Footpath, signage and stiles audit
	A new footpath fingerpost and oak post has been ordered and William Warden has offered to install it on the horse path where the route has been amended.
It is intended in September to walk and inspect all stiles and paths within the environs of Marston and report back on the accessibility of the paths and the condition of the stiles.
	SB



CM

	6a v)
	Working Party
	It has been proposed to set up a Marston Village working party to meet up (possibly on a Saturday morning) every few months or so to attend to some of the minor maintenance and repairs within the village that fall outside of Parish Steward work or are too small a job to interest outside contractors.
Initially the re-staining/repairing of the bus shelter
Minor path clearing/ strimming.
MPC welcomes feedback and suggestions on this.
	JR

	6a vi)
	Dogs
	Many people from Marston and from further afield including those who arrive by car exercise their dogs within the parish. There have been recent issues however, with dogs running loose on the green, on the neighbouring roads and into residents gardens and fields. This is not acceptable, and owners are reminded that they should have their dogs on a lead and that they should clear up after their dog.
	

	6b
	Highways
	
	

	6b i)
	Parish Steward
	Cllr Jon Robbins has taken on the role of liaising with the Parish Steward and advising of works requiring his attention.
MPC welcomes any suggestion for works that could be carried out.
Last visit 18th June
Next visit 21st July
	JR

	6b ii)
	Wiltshire App
	MPC are aware of a number of items that people have reported on the app that have ether dropped off the system or still awaiting attention.
The white lines at the junction of Long Street were first reported 12 months ago and last reported in March.
Potholes – various around the village
Tamara Raey to be informed of this situation.
	






PB

	6b iii)
	Norney Bridge collapse
	This has been ongoing since Christmas 2025 and was formally reported to Wilshire Council in January. It was confirmed by Chis Pearce of WCC that they would inspect the bank once the water level had dropped and will programme a permanent repair for Spring/Summer 2026. 
Wiltshire Council have now visited and hope to be on site within a month - 6 weeks. 
Marston Lane could be shut to all traffic for at least 3 weeks during the works.
	

	6b iv)
	Upcoming highways/ planned works
	None reported on the Causeway One network website.
Wessex water will be undertaking repairs to the deep inspection chamber located in the grass by the pumping station in Plough Lane. MPC have the contact details for project engineer and confirm the works to be undertaken 27th-29th July.
	


PB
SB

	6c
	Solar Community fund
	No applications received
	

	6d
	Planning
	
	

	6d i)
	For Sale signage
	MPC is currently setting out a policy in relation to sales signage from estate agents being placed on common land.  The agent must request permission to site their signage and any permission given will be reviewed by MPC every three months.
	PB
SB

	6d ii)
	PL/2026/02855
End Farm
	Planning was approved
	

	6e
	Website
	MPC intend to improve and add to the current website to make it more informative and clear to users.  This work is ongoing and any input on what should go onto the website would be welcome.
	FC
PB

	7
	Finance
	
	JN

	7a
	Sign off
	MPC signed off the annual accounts posted for 2025/2026
I. MPC signed off the certificate of exemption – proposed by JR seconded by MC
II. MPC signed off the annual governance statement –
proposed by JR seconded by MC
III. MPC signed off the accounting statement –
proposed by JR seconded by MC 
	

	
	
	The completed documents will be posted onto the MPC website or from Cllr Nickell on request.
	SB
JN

	7b
	Cheques and payments
	A summary of payments and receipts was provided.
Total Payments £2,376.76*
Total Receipts £4,520.00
Marston Parish Account £18,069.85
Solar Community fund £45,511.24
*MC queried ID Verde payment as the figure was agreed to be less than the £614.40 actually paid.
	




JN MC

	8
	 Correspondence
	Email from Christine Johnson complaining about the Bridleway between Marston and Worton.
	

	
	
	Communication from Tony Walker with respect to the maintenance of the Bridleway between Marston and Worton.
	

	
	
	Communication from Robert Elliott with respect to the overhanging Willow trees on Long Street.
This work has been actioned
	

	
	
	E mail from David Hansford with respect to Norney Bridge visibility
White lines at the beginning of Long Street
Overhanging hedge on the path between Marston and Worton
Potholes within Plough Lane and along Norney Road
	

	
	
	E mail from Val Elliott
To give an update and report as Chair of the Trustees of the Marston and Worton village hall.
Val did not attend the meeting and no report was given.
	


VE

	9
	Closure of meeting
	The meeting was closed at 7.40pm
The date for the meeting minutes publication (in draft form) is 28th July
An informal summary of this meeting is intended to be posted into the Bridge magazine
	


PB 

	10
	Any Other Business
	WCC waste bin next to the telephone box:
Emptying schedule to be investigated and request made to empty it more often if possible.
	PB

	
	
	Future meeting dates were agreed:
8th October 2026
10th November 2026
12th January 2027
9th March 2027
11th May 2027 (Annual PC meeting and village meeting)
6th July 2027
	




Attached to these minutes:
Finance report – details of payments and outgoings
Tamara Raey (Cllr Wiltshire Council) – full report



